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You will have three hours to complete the questions asked. The value of each question 
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SECTION 1  CHOIR TRAINING 

 

4. Answer any three of the following questions related to choral conducting   

    (approximately 100 words each). (10 marks each section, total 30 marks) 

  

(a) Outline your ideas on any relationship there may be between a uninamity of vowel 

sounds across the choir and tuning. 

(b) A conductor at a performance can use two hands and a variety of facial expressions 

and posture. Describe some aspects of this side of your work, bearing in mind any 

differences in handling a work by Palestrina and one by, say, John Rutter. 

(c) Is there any place for vibrato in choral singing. 

(d) Prior to giving a practical demonstration, write a short note for your choristers on 

breathing for singers. 

(e) There is a facetious remark that “rehearsal takes the bloom off performance”. How 

does your role change between final rehearsals and performance? 

 

SECTION 2  REPERTOIRE 

 

5.  Answer any two of the following questions on sacred choral repertoire.  

     (approx. 150 words)                 (20 marks each question, total 40 marks) 

  

(a) In this year marking the anniversary of the death of Healey Willan (1880-1968), write  

a short appraisal of his contribution to both choral repertoire and performance. 

(b) Outline the pros and cons of using editions of 'public domain' works on variouys web-

sites. 

(c) So-called 'Victorian' choral music is sometimes thought to be out of fashion. Give 

your position on this with reference to some specific works. 

(d) Give an account of some of the more contemporary technoques being used in choral 

music these days. Make mention of the ways you can 'woo' your singers to these 

techniques. 

 

 

SECTION 3   HISTORY 

 

6.  Answer the following question (in approximately 500 words).                  (30 marks). 

Compare and contrast the choral music of Palestrina and Victoria, relating them 

and it to the artistic milieu in which they lived. 
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